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Abstract 
The concept of self help groups (SHGs) has been most successful in empowering rural women. In recent 
times, many government departments and private agencies have been engaged in promoting SHGs 
particularly among the rural women to be engaged in various agro-based enterprises. Perceiving the need to 
know their status and functioning, this study was carried out in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur districts of Assam. 
The women SHGs were found to be engaged in a number of agro-based enterprises and had various criteria 
for selecting them. It is found that most of SHG members (19.26%) were middle school passed, majority of 
them (44.44%) had medium sized family (5-7 members), most members (45.19%) got support only from 
husband, monthly family income of most of them (47.41%) was between Rs. 3000-5000, majority of them 
(44.44%) had small land holding. Most members had contact with NGOs and majority (72.59%) was exposed 
to training. A total of 15 agro-based activities were carried by SHGs which included field crops cultivation, 
vegetable cultivation, nursery raising, poultry, duckery, dairy, goatery, sericulture, weaving etc. Highest 
average return (Rs. 1, 85,000) and highest profit (Rs. 1, 54,000) had come from weaving whereas, highest 
cost was incurred in piggery (Rs. 38,000). Field crop cultivation had highest land utilization (7.2 ha), labour 
utilization was highest in field crops cultivation (24,220 man days) and highest fund utilization was in piggery 
(Rs. 3, 35,000). Majority of the SHGs (57.78%) liked to utilize their profit in capital formation. 

Keywords: Self help groups, rural women, agro-based enterprises, vegetable cultivation, sericulture.   

Introduction 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) is a small voluntary association 
of poor people, preferably from the same socio-economic 
backgrounds who come together for the purpose of 
solving their common problems through self-help and 
mutual help (Sinha, 2004). In India, three types of 
promotional institutions namely governments; banks and 
NGOs are involved in the formation and promotion of 
SHGs. As per the role of the government, SHGs are 
formed under Swarna jyanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana 
(SGSY) and programmes are implemented by district 
rural development agency (Borah, 2002). SHG members 
possess variety of skills which should be upgraded by 
giving adequate training and providing timely credit. 
Thrust has to be laid on developing entrepreneurial 
capabilities and in the same line, government has to take 
suitable measures to facilitate the marketing of the 
products. Concerned agencies also need to emphasize 
all aspects of support to SHGs such as provisions for 
credit, availability of suitable technology, training support, 
infrastructure and marketing facilities (Mohanti, 1997). 
Therefore, in order to bring to light about the functioning 
of women SHGs and the factors which govern the 
functioning, this study was proposed. Since, women 
SHGs in backward areas encounter various problems; 
this study was proposed in two districts of Dhemaji and 
Lakhimpur which have been declared by the planning 
commission of India as backward.  

 
The problems faced by the women SHGs were also 
studied and the training needs identified as well. 
Therefore, this study was taken up with the following 
specific objectives: 
1. To study the background profile of Women Self Help 

Groups (SHGs). 
2. To study the functioning of women SHGs in various 

agro-based enterprises. 
The outcome of study would provide information 
regarding how the SHGs are functioning and the factors 
affecting the functioning of SHGs particularly in relation 
to pursuing the agro-based enterprises. It may also 
provide crucial information to concerned development 
departments and agencies as well as professionals 
regarding various problems faced by women SHGs and 
also help to identify the training needs of SHGs for 
providing training to gain more profit from different 
enterprises. 
 
Materials and methods 
Study area and data collection: Dhemaji and Lakhimpur 
districts of Assam were purposefully selected for the 
study. Data were collected from two agricultural 
subdivisions of Dhemaji and Lakhimpur district each.  
Out of Dhemaji sub-division, Dhemaji, Bordoloni and 
Machkhowa Agril. Devl. Blocks and from Jonai  
sub-division, only Murkongselek block was selected.  
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In case of Lakhimpur district, four blocks namely 
Narayanpur, Nowboicha, Lakhimpur and Boginodi from 
North Lakhimpur subdivision and two blocks namely 
Dhakuakhana and Ghilamora from Dhakuakhana  
sub-division were selected for the study. 
  
Sample population: Totally 45 numbers of SHGs were 
selected. Seventeen numbers from Dhemaji Sub-division 
and 5 numbers from Jonai sub-division whereas,  
15 numbers from North Lakhimpur sub-division and  
8 numbers of SHGs from Dhakuakhana sub-division 
were considered for the study. The respondents selected 
were the president, secretary and treasurer and in the 
unavailability of any of these members a general 
member of the SHG unit was selected. The total 
numbers of respondents from the 45 SHGs were 135. 
 
Study design and parameters studied: The study 
involved ex-post facto research design. The study covers 
the background profile as well as the functioning of 
women SHGs in various agro-based enterprises. 
The parameters includes the background profile of 
women SHGs  namely (i) Educational level (ii) size of 
family (iii) Support from family members (iv) Monthly 
income of family (v) Operational land holding (vi) Contact 
with extension officers and (vii) Training exposure.  
To study the functioning of women SHGs, the 
parameters studied were (i) Various agro-based activities 
carried out by SHGs during the last 3 years (ii) Decision 
making of the SHG units (iii) Income earned from various 
agro-based activities during the last 3 years (iv) Extent of 
resource utilization (v) Extent of involvement of members 
in group activities (vi) Preference of utilization of profit by 
SHG units. 
 
Statistical analysis: The collected data were coded, 
tabulated, analyzed and interpreted by percentage, 
mean, score and rank. 
 
Results 
Majority of respondents (19.26%) were middle school 
passed followed by 17.78% with primary school passed. 
There were 14.81% respondents who were high school 
passed, 13.33% were higher secondary passed, 12.59% 
were graduate and above, 11.85% were illiterate and 
10.37% can read or write (Table 1). Most of the 
respondents (44.44%) had medium sized family, followed 
by large sized family (29.63%). Only a few respondents 
(25.93%) had small sized family (Table 2). It is evident 
that most of the respondents (45.19%) got support only 
from husband followed by 29.63% respondents who got 
encouragement from other family members. There were 
very less percentage (25.19%) of respondents who got 
encouragement from all family members (Table 3).  
Most of the respondents (47.41%) earned medium level 
of income (Rs. 3000-5000) followed by 37.78% with low 
monthly income of family (<Rs. 3000). A very few 
respondents (14.81) had high (>Rs. 5000) monthly 
income of family (Table 4). 

 
 
 

Table 1. Distribution of respondents based on  
educational level. 

Category Frequency Percentage 
Illiterate 16 11.85 
Can read or write 14 10.37 
Primary school passed 24 17.78 
Middle school passed 26 19.26 
High school passed 20 14.81 
Higher secondary passed 18 13.33 
Graduate and above 17 12.59 

 
 

Table 2. Distribution of respondents based on size of family. 
Category Range Frequency Percentage 
Small 2-4 35 25.93 
Medium 5-7 60 44.44 
Large 8 and above 40 29.63 

 
 
Table 3. Distribution of respondents based on getting support 

from family members. 
Category Frequency Percentage 
Only from husband 61 45.19 
From other family members 40 29.63 
From all family members 34 25.19 

 
 

Table 4. Distribution of respondents based on monthly 
income of family in rupees. 

Category Range Frequency Percentage 
Low <3000 51 37.78 
Medium 3000-5000 64 47.41 
High >5000 20 14.81 

 
 

Table 5. Distribution of respondents based on  
operational land holding (ha). 

Category Range Frequency Percentage 
Marginal <1 ha 15 35.56 
Small 1-2 ha 48 44.44 
Medium 2-3 ha 60 11.11 
Big >3 ha 12 8.89 

 
Majority of the respondents (44.44%) had small land 
holding (1-2 ha) followed by 35.56% who had marginal 
land holding (<1 ha). There were 11.11% respondents 
who had medium land holding while very few (08.89%) 
had big land holding (>3 ha) (Table 5). In case of contact 
with government officers (Agri/Vet./others), 23.7% 
respondents had ‘regular’ contact, 52.59% contacted 
‘sometime’ and rest 23.7% had ‘never’ contacted them.  
In respect of contact with bank officials 
(NABARD/SBI/AGBB/others), none of the SHGs 
members had ‘regular’ contact, 39.26% was found to 
contact ‘sometime’ and 60.74% had ‘never’ contacted 
them. In case of extension officers of AAU/KVK officials 
also, no SHG members had ‘regular’ contact, only 20% 
had contacted ‘sometime’ and 80% had ‘never’ contacted 
them.  
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In case of NGO staff/extension officers of private 
organization, 28.15% had ‘regular’ contact, 58.52% had 
contacted ‘sometime’ and rest 13.33% had ‘never’ 
contact with NGO/extension officers of private 
organization (Table 6). It was found that majority of the 
respondents (72.59%) were exposed to training, while 
27.41% did not get any sort of training. Out of the trained 
respondents, 40% had attended one-day training 
programme followed by 20% who had undergone  
two-day training programme. There were 8.89% of 
respondents who had attended three-days training 
programme and only a small percentage of respondents 
(3.7%) had attended some training programme of more 
than three days duration (Table 7). 
 
It is found that in total, 15 agro-based activities were 
carried out by SHGs. They are field crops cultivation, 
vegetable cultivation, nursery raising, poultry, duckery, 
dairy, goatery, sericulture, weaving, sweets and snacks 
preparation, pickle preparation, bamboo handicrafts 
production, spices and condiments production, piggery 
and vermicompost production. Majority of the SHGs 
(64.44%) undertook weaving, while 55.56% were 
engaged in piggery and there were 46.67% respondents 
engaged in field crops cultivation, 31.11% carried out 
duckery, 26.67% respondents had undertaken sweets 
and snacks preparation, 24.44% had carried out poultry, 
22.22% were engaged in sericulture, 20% were engaged 
in goatery, 17.78% were involved in vegetable 
cultivation, pickle preparation, spices and condiments 
production. A minor percentage of SHGs were also 
engaged in bamboo handicrafts production (8.89%), 
dairy (6.67%), vermicompost production (4.44%) and 
nursery raising (2.22%) (Table 8). The percentage of 
SHGs which decided to take up the activities as decided 
by the executive committee included nursery raising 
(100%), vegetable cultivation and pickle preparation 
(37.5%), duckery (28.57%), field crop cultivation 
(23.81%), weaving (20.69%) and piggery (20%).  
The percentage of SHGs which decided to carry out the 
activities as per decision taken in general meeting were 
sweets and snacks preparation, poultry, goatery, dairy 
(100%), piggery (72%), duckery (71.43%), weaving 
(68.97%) vegetable cultivation and pickle preparation 
(62.5%), sericulture (60%), spices and condiments 
production (44.44%). The percentage of SHGs decided 
to carry out activities as per suggestion of other 
supporting institution were bamboo handicrafts and 
vermicompost production (100%), sericulture (40%), field 
crops cultivation (19.05%), weaving (10.34%) and 
piggery (8%) (Table 9). 
 

 

 
Table 7. Distribution of respondents based on training exposure. 
Category Range Frequency Mean 
No training 0 37 (27.41)  
1 day training 1 54 (40.00)  
2 days training 2 27 (20.00) 1.21 
3 days training 3 12 (8.89)  
>3 days training 4 5 (3.70)  
 

Table 8. Distribution of SHGs based on various agro-based 
activities carried out by SHGs during the last 3 years (n=45). 

Activities undertaken 
No. of  
SHGs 

undertaking* 

Percentage of  
SHGs 

undertaking 
Field crops cultivation 21 46.67 
Vegetable cultivation 8 17.78 
Nursery raising 1 2.22 
Poultry 11 24.44 
Duckery 14 31.11 
Dairy 9 6.67 
Goatery 9 20.00 
Sericulture 10 22.22 
Weaving 29 64.44 
Sweets and snacks 
preparation 12 26.67 

Pickle preparation 8 17.78 
Bamboo handicrafts 
production 4 8.89 

Spices and condiments 
production 8 17.78 

Piggery 25 55.56 
Vermicompost production 2 4.44 
*An SHG undertakes more than one activity. 
 
Highest average return (Rs.1,85,000) came from 
weaving followed by piggery (Rs. 1,78,000). The least 
average return (Rs. 4,322) came from nursery followed 
by vermicompost (Rs. 12, 000). Highest cost incurred 
was in case of piggery (Rs. 38,000) followed by duckery 
(Rs. 37,510) and field crop (Rs. 35,000). The least cost 
incurred was in nursery (Rs. 2000) followed by Rs. 4,315 
in vermicompost. Highest profit had come from weaving 
(Rs. 1, 54,000) followed by piggery (Rs. 1,40,000) and 
sericulture (Rs. 1,25,000). The least profit had come from 
nursery (Rs. 2,322) followed by vermicompost  
(Rs. 7,685) (Table 10).  
 
In this study, resource utilization had been conducted for 
the three categories namely (i) land (ii) labour and  
(iii) fund. Highest land utilized was in field crops (7.2 ha) 
of which 6.27 ha (87.08%) own land and 0.93 ha 
(12.92%) leased land (12.92%) followed by sericulture 
(3.74 ha) having 3.07 ha (82.09%) own land and 0.67 ha 
(17.91%) leased land. The least land utilized was in 
vermicompost (0.1 ha) followed by nursery (0.13 ha). 

Table 6. Distribution of respondents based on contact with extension officers. 
Category Frequency Mean Rank 
Government officers (Agri./Vet./others) 32(23.7%) 71(52.59%) 32(23.7%) 1.24 II 
Bank officials (NABARD/SBI/AGBB/others) 4(0.03%) 53(39.26%) 82(60.74%) 1.06 III 
Extension officers of AAU/KVK officials 0 27(20%) 108(80%) 1.00 IV 
NGO/Extension officers of private organization 38 (28.15%) 79(58.52%) 18(13.33%) 1.28 I 
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Table 9. Distribution of SHGs according to decision making of the SHG units. 

Activities undertaking 
SHGs (n%) 

As per the decision of  
executive committee 

As per the decision taken in 
general meeting 

As per the suggestion of 
other supporting institutions 

Weaving  (29) 6(20.69) 20(68.97) 3(10.34) 
Piggery (25) 5(20) 18(72) 2(8) 
Field crops cultivation (21) 5(23.81) 12(57.14) 4(19.05) 
Duckery (14) 4(28.57) 10(71.43) 0(0) 
Sweets and snacks (12) 0(0) 12(100) 0(0) 
Poultry (11) 0(0) 11(100) 0(0) 
Sericulture (10) 0(0) 6(60) 4(40) 
Goatery (9) 0(0) 9(100) 0(0) 
Vegetable cultivation (8) 3(37.5) 5(62.5) 0(0) 
Pickle (8) 3(37.5) 5(62.5) 0(0) 
Bamboo handicrafts production 0(0) 0(0) 4(100) 
Spices and condiments (8) 0(0) 8(44.44) 0(0) 
Dairy (3) 0(0) 3(100) 0(0) 
Vermicompost production (2) 0(0) 1(0) 1(100) 
Nursery raising (1) 1(100) 0(0) 0(0) 

Table 10. Distribution of various agro-based activities based on the income (Rs.) earned by SHG units during the last 3 years. 

Activities No. of SHGs 
undertaking 

Utilized fund 
Average gross return Cost incurred Profit 

Field crops cultivation 21 1,35,302 35,000 1,00,302 
Nursery raising 1 4,322 2,000 2,322 
Poultry 11 1,25,416 31,000 94,416 
Duckery 14 1,45,556 37,510 1,08,046 
Dairy 3 25,000 10,630 14,370 
Goatery 9 1,16,750 34,515 82,235 
Sericulture 10 1,60,000 35,000 1,25,000 
Weaving 29 1,85,000 31,000 1,54,000 
Sweets and snacks preparation 12 28,000 10,660 17,340 
Pickle preparation 8 32,000 6,500 25,500 
Bamboo handicrafts production 4 64,004 22,000 42,004 
Spices and condiments production 8 1,34,000 32,000 1,02,000 
Piggery 25 1,78,000 38,000 1,40,000 
Vermicompost production 2 12,000 4,315 7,685 
Vegetable cultivation 8 58,432 16,000 42,432 

Table 11. Distribution of the agro-based activities carried out by SHGs in respect to their land utilization during the last 3 years. 

Activities No. of SHGs 
undertaking 

Utilized land (ha) 
Own land Leased land Total land 

Field crops cultivation 21 6.27(87.08%) 0.93(12.92%) 7.2 
Nursery raising 1 0.13(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.13 
Poultry 11 0.73(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.73 
Duckery 14 0.93(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.93 
Dairy 3 0.2(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.2 
Goatery 9 0.6(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.6 
Sericulture 10 3.07(82.09%) 0.67(17.91%) 3.74 
Weaving 29 1.16(100.00) 0(0.00%) 1.16 
Sweets and snacks preparation 12 0.05(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.05 
Pickle preparation 8 0.08(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.08 
Bamboo handicrafts production 4 0.53(100.00%) 0(0.00%) 0.53 
Spices and condiments production 8 1.6(85.56%) 0.27(14.44%) 1.87 
Piggery 25 0.83(100.00) 0(0.00%) 0.83 
Vermicompost production 2 0.10(100.00) 0(0.00%) 0.10 
Vegetable cultivation 8 1.33(55.42%) 1.07(44.58%) 2.4 
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The highest utilized own land was in field crops which 
was 6.27 ha (87.08%). The lowest leased land was in 
spices and condiments which were 0.27 ha (14.44%) 
(Table 11). Highest labour was engaged in field crops 
(24,220 man days) followed by weaving (9,500 man 
days). The least labour utilized was in nursery (220 man 
days) followed by vermicompost (300 man days)  
(Table 12). The maximum own labour utilized was in field 
crop which was 24,000 man days (99.09%) and least 
own labour utilized was in nursery with 20 man days 
(9.09%). The maximum hired labour utilized was in 
spices and condiments production which was 0.27 ha 
(14.44%) (Table 12). Highest total fund utilized was in 
piggery (Rs. 3, 35,000) followed by weaving  
(Rs. 3, 10,000). The lowest total fund was utilized in 
vermicompost (Rs. 18,000) followed by nursery  
(Rs. 24,000). Highest own fund used was in piggery  
(Rs. 1, 35,000) followed by field crops and weaving  
(Rs. 1, 10,000). Highest loan was utilized in case of 
piggery and weaving (Rs. 2, 00,000) followed by field 
crop (Rs. 1, 80,000) (Table 13). 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Table 14 depicts the extent of involvement of SHGs 
members in various group activities. To determine this 
dimension, three categories were taken into 
consideration which was ‘activity involved’, ‘involved and 
‘not involved’. The term ‘activity involved’ in this study 
means participation of SHG members in group activities 
voluntarily. Here the members willingly involved 
themselves in various group activities in active manner. 
No need to apply any pressure to them in this regard.  
The category ‘involve’ means the extent to which SHG 
members are involved in group activities not 
spontaneously but on persuasion. They did not involve in 
group activities willingly. Some sorts of pressures were 
necessary to make them involved in the group activities. 
The findings revealed that none of the SHG members fall 
in the category of ‘not involved’. SHG members were 
either ‘actively involved’ or ‘involved’. More than 50%  
of SHG members of 24 SHGs were actively involved in 
various group activities while >75% members of 4 SHGs 
were actively involved.  
 
 

Table 12. Distribution of the agro-based activities carried out by SHGs in respect to their labour utilization during the last 3 years. 

Activities No. of SHGs 
undertaking 

Utilized labour (man days) 
Own labour Hired labour Total labour 

Field crops cultivation 21 24,000(99.09) 220(0.091) 24220 
Nursery raising 1 200(90.91) 20(09.09) 220 
Poultry 11 3300(100.00) 0(0.00) 3300 
Duckery 14 2380(100.00) 0(0.00) 2380 
Dairy 3 1000(100.00) 0(0.00) 1000 
Goatery 9 880(100.00) 0(0.00) 880 
Sericulture 10 1100(100.00) 0(0.00) 1100 
Weaving 29 8700(91.58) 800(8.42) 9500 
Sweets and snacks preparation 12 600(100.00) 0(0.00) 600 
Pickle preparation 8 400(100.00) 0(0.00) 400 
Bamboo handicrafts production 4 1200(100.00) 0(0.00) 1200 
Spices and condiments production 8 3200(94.12) 200(5.88) 3400 
Piggery 25 5400(100.00) 0(0.00) 5400 
Vermicompost production 2 300(100.00) 0(0.00) 300 
Vegetable cultivation 8 2320(93.93) 150(6.07) 2470 

Table 13. Distribution of the agro-based activities carried out by SHGs in respect to their fund utilization during the last 3 years. 

Activities No. of SHGs 
undertaking 

Utilized fund (rupees) 
Own fund Loan Total fund 

Field crops cultivation 21 1,10,000 1,80,000 2,90,000 
Nursery raising 1 4000 20,000 24,000 
Poultry 11 55,000 1,10,000 1,65,000 
Duckery 14 60,000 1,40,000 2,00,000 
Dairy 3 12,000 30,000 42,000 
Goatery 9 38,000 90,000 1,28,000 
Sericulture 10 42,000 50,000 92,000 
Weaving 29 1,10,000 2,00,000 3,10,000 
Sweets and snacks preparation 12 40,000 60,000 1,00,000 
Pickle preparation 8 32,000 40,000 72,000 
Bamboo handicrafts production 4 22,000 20,000 44,000 
Spices and condiments production 8 33,00 80,000 1,13,000 
Piggery 25 1,35,00 2,00,000 3,35,000 
Vermicompost production 2 8,000 10,000 18,000 
Vegetable cultivation 8 32,000 70,000 102,000 
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The findings further revealed that 51-75% members of  
20 SHGs were actively involved and up to 25% members 
of 6 SHGs were found to be actively involved. It was 
noted that >75% members of only 3 SHGs were simply 
‘involved’, a total of 51-75% members of 10 SHGs were 
‘involved’. There were 18 SHGs and 14 SHGs where  
26-50% members and up to 25% members were simply 
‘involved’ in various group activities. The preference of 
utilization of profit by the SHG units is depicted in 
Table15. For this, 8 dimensions were selected namely 
bank deposit, capital formation, new project venture, 
giving loan, family consumption, daily expenditure, 
charitable/social service and emergency fund. Majority of 
the SHGs (57.78%) liked to utilize their profit in capital 
formation as their 1st preference followed by 37.78% 
SHGs liked to utilize their profit by giving loan to the 
members of SHGs. As 3rd preference, 33.33% liked to 
utilize their profit as bank deposit while 26.67% as 4th 
preference liked to utilize their profit in new project 
venture and as 5th preference there were 24.44% SHGs 
who liked to utilize profit in emergency fund. 
 
Discussion 
The study reveals that even though literacy level was low 
among SHG members and there was hardly any scope 
for getting employed and they were finding a means of 
livelihood through the formation of SHGs. It was 
observed that most of the respondents were from 
medium sized family which indicates that women 
belonging to medium sized family get more time for SHG 
activities in comparison to small as well as large sized 
family. It is also evident from the study that most of the 
respondents got support only from husband. It reflects 
further need for complete support from family members 
to be effectively putting in their time, attention and energy 
to the SHG activities to earn maximum.  
 
In case of most of the respondents, income level is 
medium and it indicates that most of them had poor 
financial conditions. The finding revealed that majority of 
the respondents had small land holding and the probable 
reason for highest percentage of small land holding 
might be because of fragmentation of land holding of 
original owners/cultivators. In case of contact with 
extension officers, while ranking, NGOs had received 
rank 1, because NGOs were engaged in giving 
encouragement to SHG members as well as in keeping 
good contact, helping and guiding SHGs at the grass 
root level.  
 

 

 
Extension officers of AAU/KVK officials received rank 4, 
because they were not directly related to SHGs. SHG 
members just met/consulted during various programmes. 
Majority of the respondents were exposed to training and 
it may be the result of conducting extensive trainings to 
SHGs and good publicity of the training programmes. 
Out of the trained respondents, most of them had 
attended one-day training programme which indicates 
that the training programmes should be need-oriented.  
It is observed that majority of SHGs undertook weaving. 
The probable reason behind it may be most of the 
members traditionally know weaving; availability of good 
market for the handloom products, weaving activity is 
socially compatible to few tribal communities  
(eg. Misings), most of the members have necessary 
equipments for weaving in their households since raw 
material for weaving is cheap and affordable, easy 
availability of raw materials, easy availability of labour in 
the household and neighborhood and leisure time is 
often utilised by the women folk in weaving. Regarding 
nursery raising, all the decisions for carrying out this 
activity by the SHGs were decided by executive 
committee. In case of all the SHGs which carried out the 
activities of sweets and snacks preparation, poultry, 
goatery and dairy, all the decisions were taken as per 
decisions in general meeting while regarding SHGs 
carrying out bamboo handicrafts and vermicompost 
production, the decisions were taken by other supporting 
institutions. The cost in case of piggery was found to be 
highest because feeding costs is relatively very high in 
rearing pigs. Average return and profit is highest in case 
of weaving since handloom products have very good 
demand in the market besides availability of good market 
for handloom products in the districts and nearby areas. 
In this study, resource utilization had been conducted for 
three categories namely land, labour and fund.  
Field crops required large area and it has been carried 
out by many SHGs because of which land utilization is 
highest in field crops.  
 
 

Table 15. Distribution of the SHGs according to preference utilization of profit. 
Utilization option 1st preference 2nd preference 3rd preference 4th preference 5th preference 

Bank deposit 408.89 613.33 1533.33 715.56 408.89 
Capital formation 2657.78 511.11 408.89 306.67 204.44 
New project venture 308.89 511.11 511.11 1226.67 511.11 
Giving loan 408.89 1737.78 817.78 511.11 306.67 
Family consumption 306.67 306.67 408.89 613.33 715.56 
Daily expenditure 204.44 306.67 511.11 408.89 715.56 
Charitable/social service 0 204.44 102.22 306.67 613.33 

Table 14. Distribution of respondents based on extent of 
involvement of members in group activities. 

Percentage 
of members 

involved 

Actively 
involved Involved Not involved 

Up to 25% 6 14 - 
26-50% 15 18 - 
51-75% 20 10 - 
>75% 4 3 - 
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In case of vermicompost, small area is required and very 
less number of SHGs had undertaken this activity.  
So land utilization is lowest in this activity.  
Total utilization of labour and utilization of own labour 
was highest in case of field crop since field crop activity 
had been carried by a large number of SHGs and 
requirement of labour is very high in this activity. Least 
labour was required in nursery because only one SHG 
had undertaken nursery. Total utilized fund was highest 
in case of piggery because feeding cost was very high. 
Total fund utilized was lowest in case of vermicompost 
since involvement of cost is very less in case of 
vermicompost. From the study it is found that there is a 
need for increasing the percentage of actively involved 
members in SHG units. In general, SHGs utilize their 
profit in bank deposit, capital formation, new project 
venture, giving loan, family consumption, daily 
expenditure, charitable/social service and emergency 
fund. Majority of SHGs gave 1st preference in utilizing 
their profit in capital formation as without capital they 
can’t proceed for next agricultural activity. For most of 
the SHGs 2nd preference is giving loan to SHG members 
as they doesn’t get money easily from other sources and 
they can’t afford high rate of interest. As 3rd preference, 
most of them liked to utilize their profit as bank deposit 
because they will get interest upon it and their money will 
be safe there. Most of them gave 4th preference in new 
project venture and as 5th preference they liked to utilize 
their profit in emergency fund. 
 
Conclusion 
The following are the conclusive points derived from the 
study:    
1. Majority of the SHG members were middle aged and 

literacy level was low. So they should be properly 
motivated to join SHGs to earn a livelihood. Young 
women should also be motivated to join SHG as they 
possess potential to acquire and utilize various 
entrepreneurial skills.  

2. There should be regular contact between SHG 
members and extension officers so that they can be 
properly guided in their various activities to earn more 
profit. 

3. Most of the SHGs used traditional methods in 
undertaking various activities. As a result, they are 
not getting much profit which can be overcome 
through proper training exposure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. More training should be provided to the SHG 

members for their skill development so that they can 
earn more profit from their activities. 

5. SHG members are not getting proper price for their 
products because of lack of knowledge regarding 
value addition. The products are also produced 
according to local demand and marketed within the 
same locality. More training and exposure visits will 
help them to improve the quality of their products. 

6. Various factors effect women SHG. These factors 
should be properly studied by SHPI, policy makers to 
facilitate the smooth functioning of SHGs and the 
success and failure of SHGs must be studied 
thoroughly to strengthen the SHGs for effective 
functioning. 

7. As SHGs depend on banks for credit and success, it 
is very much related to the relation of SHGs with 
banks and more research should be conducted to 
study the linkage of SHGs with banks and how it can 
be further improved.  

 
Acknowledgements 
Help and guidance received from my research advisor 
Mr. Sajib Borua, Asst. Prof. (SG) and other faculty 
members of Dept. of Extension Education, FA, Assam 
Agricultural University, Jorhat, Assam is gratefully 
acknowledged. Authors also thank the support extended 
by Mr. G.S. Das, Asst. Prof., Dept of Physics, Dibrugarh 
University, Dibrugarh, Assam in completing the study. 
 
References 
1. Borah, P. 2002. An appraisal of the functioning of 

women self help groups (SHGs) under Sivsagar District 
of Assam. Unpublished M.Sc. (Agri.) Thesis, Department 
of Extension Education, AAU, Jorhat. 

2. Bortamuli D. 2007. A study on selected self help groups 
(SHGs) engaged in agro-based enterprises in Sonitpur 
District of Assam. Unpublished M.Sc. (Agri.) Thesis, 
Department of Extension Education, AAU, Jorhat. 

3. Mohanty, D.B. 1997. Linking banking and microfinance 
in India. National Bank News Rev. 13(1): 31-34. 

4. Sinha, A. 2004. Microfinance for women empowerment:  
(A perspective). Kurukshetra. 52: 31-33.   

 
 


